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CHAPTER XVIIL
THE FLOWER PARLOLR.

Tho lower hall did not correspond ex-
actly with tho ane above. 1t was larger, |
and through its connection with the
front door presented tho shapo of a let- |
ter T—that is, to the superficial obsery-
er who was not scquainted with the
sizo of the house and had not had tha
opportunity of romarking that at the
extremities of the upper hall making
this T were two imposing doors usually |
found shut except nt mealtimes, when
the left hana one was thrown open, dis-
closing a long and dismal corridor sim-
ilar to the ones above,  Half way down
this corridor was the dining room, into
which I had now been taken three times.

Tho right hand one, 1 iad no doabt,
led tho way into the preat drawing
room or dancing hall which I had st
out to seon,

Froeeoding first to the front of the
house, where some glimmer of light
penetrated from the open sitting room
door, I looked the keys over and read
what was written on the several tags
attached to them.  Thoey were seven.,
The largest was marked A" Two of
lesser sizo had “Gray  Parlor” and
“Library' severally written on their
tags, which, by the way, were dog eared
and discolored as if years had passed
since they were written on and attached.
“Bluo Parlor'' designated o fourth, and
upon the others I saw some such words
as  these: “'FPlower Cabinet,”” ““Shell
Cabinet,” **Dark Chamber''—all very
suggostive and to an antigquarian like
myself most alluring.

But it was upon the key marked "' A
I first fixed my attention  This should
open the large door at the extremity of
the upper hall, and when I miade o trial
with it I found my conjecture correct,
for it moved casily though somewhat
gratingly in the lock, releasing the great
doors, which in another moment swung
inward with a growling sound from
their rusty hinges that might have been
startling to o nervous person filled with
the legends of the place.

But in me e only emotion awakened
was one of disgust at the nauseous char-
acter of the air which seemed to envelop
me in an ingtant, Had I wished for any
further proof than was afforded by the

warning given me by the condition of
the hinges that the foot of man had not
lately invaded these precinets, I would
have had it in the moldy atmosphere
and smell of dust that grected moe on
the threshold. Neither human breath
nor a ray of outdoor sunshine seemed to
have disturbed its gloomy quiet for
years, aud when I moved, as 1 presently
did, to open ona of the windows I could
just dimly see in the distance, I felt such
a movement of something foul and noi-
some over the decaying rags of the car-
pet through which I was stumbling that
I had to eall into use the stronger cle-
ments of iy character not to back out
of a place o given over to rot and the
creatures that infest it,

“What aspot, ' thonght I, 'for Ame-
lia Buotterworth to find herself in, ' and
wondered i€ I could ever wear again
the $3 a yard silk dress in which I was
then enveloped. Of my shoes 1 took no
account, They wera ruined, of course.

I reached the window in safety, but
could not open it; neither conld I move
the next. Thers wero 10 in all, or 60 1
afterward found, and not till I reached
tho last (you see, I am very persistent)
did I succeed in loosening the bar that
held its inner shutter in place. This
done, I was able to lift the window,
and for the first time in years perhaps
let in o ray of light into this desolated
apartment.

The result was disappointing. Moldy
waljs, worm eaten hangings, two very
agucient and quaint fireplaces, met my
eyes, and nothing more, The room was
absolutely empty. For a few minutes I
allowed my eyes to roam over the great
rectangular space in which so much
that wuas curious and interesting had
once taken place, and then, with a vagae
sense of defeat, I turned my eye out-
ward, anxious to see what view could
be obtained from the window I had
opened. To my astonishment, I saw be-
fore me a high wall with here and thero
a window in it, tightly barred and
closed, till by o careful look about me I
realized that I was looking upon the
other wing of the building and that La-
twoen  theso wings extendod o court so
narrow and long that it gave to the
building the shape, as 1 have before said,
of the letter U. A dreary prospect, re-
minding one of the view from a prison,
but it had its point of interest, for in
the court below me, the brick pavemont
of which was half obliterated by gross,
I caught sight of William in an attitude
go different from any I had hitherto
gsen hime assume that I found it diffi-
cult to nocount for it till I saw the juows
of o dog protruding from under his
arms, and then I realized ho was hug-
ging Saracen.

The dog was tied, but the comfort
which William seemod to take in  just
this physical contact with his rough
gkin was something really to have seen.
It made me quite thooghtful for a mo-
ment,

I detest dogs, nnd 1E gives me i creepy
seusation to see them fondled, but sin-
cerity of feeling appeals to me, and no
one could watch William Knollys with
his dogs without seeing that he really
loved the brutes. Thus in one day I bad
witnessal the best and worst in this
wman., Bucwait! Had I seen the worst?
I was not so sure that 1 had,
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He hnd not notieed my poering, tor
swhich I was duly thankfuol, and after
another froitless survey of the windows
in tho wall wfore me I drew back and
propared to Teave the place, This was
by no means a pleasant undortaking, 1
I had only folt bo-
fore, and to traverso that spaco amid
beotles and spiders required a determi-
nation of no ordinary nature. 1 was
glad when 1 reached the great doors and
more than glad when they closed  be-
hind mo. So much for room A, thought I.

The next most promising npartment
was in the same corridoras the dining
roon. 1t was eallod the dark parlor. En-
teving at, I found it doark indeed, hut
not heeause of Iack of light, but because
its hangings wers all of o dismal red
and its furnitur » of the blackest obony.
As this mainly consistad of shelves and
cibinets pluced agninst throo of its four
walls, thoe effeot owas gloomy  indesd
and fully neconnted for the name which
tho room had recelved. 1 lingered in it,
however, longer than 1 had in the big

drawing room, chivfly  becaunse  the
shelves contained bowoks,
Had anvtling becter offered 1 might

not have confinned vay explorations, but
not seeing exactly how I could pass
away the time any better I chosa ont
another key and began to search for tho
flower parlor. I found it beyond the
dining room in the same hall as thoe
dark parlor.

It was, as T might have expocted from
the namae, the brightest and most cheer
ful spot 1 had yot found in the whole
house,  The air in it was oven good, as
if sunshine and breezo had not beon en-
tirely denicd it, yot I had no sooner tak-
en one look at its flower painted walls
and protty furnitare than I felt an op-
pression I eould not account for. Sowe.
thing was wrong about this room. 1 an
not superstitious and 1 do not believe
one particle in premonitions, but onee
snized by o convietion I have nover
known myself to be mistaken as to its
import.  Something was wrong about
this room—what it wus my business to
find out.

Lotting in more light, I took a closer
survey of tho objeets 1 had but dimly
seenat fivst. They were many and someae-
what? contradietory in their charnoter.
The floor was bare—the first bare floor 1
had come upon—but the shades in the
windows, the chintz covered lounges
drawn up besido tables bestrewn with
books and other objects of comfort if not
luxury bespoke a place in comnon if
not everyday use.

A fuint smell of tobaceo told whose
use, and from the minute I recognized
that this was Willimm's sanetum my
curiosity grew unbounded and I neglect-
od nothing which would bo likely to at-
tract tho keenest eyed detective in Mr
Gryce's foree,  And  there were several
things there to benoted : First, that this
Tumbering lout of @ man read, but only
on one topic — viviseetion;  sccondly,
that he was not o reader merely, for
thers were  instruments in tho eases
heaped up on the tables about me, and
in ono corner—1 felt a little sick, but 1
persevered in searching out tho corners
—n glass case with certain horrors in it
which I took eare to note, but which it
is not neeessary for mo to describe. An-
other corner was blocked up by a closet
which stood out in tho room in a way
to convinee mo it had been built in aft-
er the room was otherwiso finished, As
I crossed over to examine the door,
which did not appear to me to bo quite
closed, I noticed on the floor at my foot
a hugo discoloration, This was the
worst thing I had seen yet, and while I
did not feel quite justified in giving it
a name I could not but feel some regret
for the worm eaten rags of the drawing
roow, which, after all, are more com-
fortable things to have wunderfoot than
bare bonrds with such suggestive muarks
ppon them as these,

The door to the closet was, as I had
expected, slightly ajar, a fact for which
I was profoundly grateful, for, set it
down to breeding or a natural recogni-
tion of others' rights, I wounld have
found it most difficult to turn the knob
of a c¢loset door inspection of which
had not been offered me.

But finding it open I gavo it just o
littlo pull and found— Well, it was a
surprise—n%ich wore than thoe sight of
# shkeleton would have boen—that tho
whole interior was taken up by s small
circular staircaso such ws you find in
public libraries where the books are
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piled up in tiers, It stretched from the
floor where I stood to the ceiling, and
dark us it was I thoughe I deteeted tho |
outlines of u trapdoor by means of which
communication wuas established with
thoe room above., Anxious to be con
vineod of this, I asked what a detective
would do i my place. The answer canw
readily enough,  *'Mount the stairs and
feel for yourself whether there is a Jock
thare. ' But y delicacy—or shall 1 ae-
knowledge it for onece?—an instinet uf|
timidity seemed to restrain e, till o
remembrance of Mr. Gryce's sarcastio
look which I had seen honoring lesser
oocasions than these came to nerve e,
sund I put foot on the stairs which had |
last been trod—by whom shall I say?
Willinm? Let us hope by Willium, aud |
Willinm only.

Being tall, I Zad to mount but o few
steps before reaching the ceiling. Paus-
ing for breath, for the air was closo and
the stairs steep, I reached up and felt
for the hinge or clasp 1 had every rea- |
son to expect to encoputer, I found the
latter almost at once, and, satisflied now
tbat nothing buat a board separated mo

Irom the room above, L tried that board
my fingor and was sstonighed to
forl it vield. Ax this was o digeovery
wholly uncxpocted T drew back and
asked mysolf if it would bo wise to pur
s 1k to tho pomt of raising this dooy,
and hod hardly settled tho  guestion
with mysclf when the soumd of 0 voicn
radsed inon soothing murmur rovealod
the fact that the room above was not
empty and that 1 would be committing
the greatest indiserotion in thus tam
pering with o moenns of ontranco possi
bly uwnder tho very cve of the person
spoaking

I the voies T b heard had been all

| thint il como to my vars, T might havoe

ventured after s moment of  Lhesitation
to hravo the disploasure of Miss Knollys
by oo venture which would have at once
siubistiod mo as to the correctness of  thoe
suspicions which  were conpealing  my
vory Blood ns 1 stoald ”Il‘lu_ Lt oot hor
volev—the heavy md threatening voieo
of Willinm—hnd broken into this mur
mur, and I knew that if 1 so much as
nwakoned in him the least suspicion of
my whereabouts T would have to droad
nn anger thot might not know where to
stop.

I therefore rested from fuarther efforts
in this direction, and fearing ho might
bethink  him of  some orrand  which
woulil bring him to the trapdoor him
solf 1 began a retrent which Tonly mndo
slow from my dosire not to make any
noise. I sucecodod as well as if my feet
had  boen shod in velvet and my dross
bad been made of wouol instoad of o rus-
tling =ilk, and when oneo agnin D fonnd
mysell planted in the conter of the flow-
or parlor, tho closot door closed and no
evidenoe left apparent of  swhere 1 had
been or what 1 hadd hoeard, T drew acdeop
broath of relidh that was but o symbol
of my dovont thankinlness,

1 dud not wean to remainnuach longer
in this spot ol ovil sugpostions, huat Spy-
ing tho corner of a book which 1 had

SYHe need pever know that 1 have
boeom the vietim of soehvn mistnde, **
sl L "My foet Tonve no tendl, aud ne

I wee ne perfumes ho will never suspeot
that 1 bhave enjoved & glimpeo of thosoe
ol anciont enli-
nots

“Tho blinds are s Iittlo open,’
romarkod, hor searching my faco
for somre sien thnt 1o sure she did not
fited there
o ing't

HEomy

fushioned walls wud
A (T

|I\I"w
SWere tin VR W hom you

but wot s much as now,
Shadl T poe them ns T fowmd thom 2

SN0 He will not notics Al sho
Burried e out, s011 exing mo broath
losaly as if sho hall distroastisd my com
LAGUEEE

SCome, Amelig ™ 1 now whisperod
in sell sdmonition, the time for exer
tion has cowe. Show this young womn
an, who g not muaeh bobind yon in self
comtrol, some of the Tighiter lnlmr-:nn- of
your Charm her, Ameling,
chinrm hier, or you may Live to ran this
fnvasion into their secrots more than
you may like to scknowledge ot the
prosont moment, "

A sl of sonne diffienlty, bat 1 rejoico
in diffienlt tasks, and bofore another
balf hour lind passod 1 had the satisfae
tion of seoing Miss Knollys entirely re
stored to that state of plneid melancholy
which was the natural exprossion of her
calm but nnhappy nature,

W visitedd the shell cabinot, the hlao
parlor and another room the peculinrd
ties of which I hove forgotten. Fright
aned by the result of leaving mo to iny
own deviees, sho did not gquit me for an
instant, and when,  my curiosity guite
satistiod, T hinted that o short nap in
my own oo would rest e for the
evening shio proceoded with mo to tho
very door of oy apartnent

ST locksmith o whom IoEnw
wmornine has not kept his word, ' 1
miveked ns sho was turning away

chnrnetor

this
T

——

“PHIS IS WILLIAM'S DEN." |

not yet seen protruding from under a
cushion of one of the lounges I had o
ouriosity to see if it wers similar to tho
rest, and quickly drawing it out I took
one look at it.

I need npt tell what it was, but after
a hasty glance hero and  thers through
its pages 1 put it back, shuddering.  1f
any doubt remained in my breast that
William was one of those monsters who
fead their morbid eravings by experi-
ments upon the weak and defenseless, it
had been dispellod by what I had just
seen in this book.

I did not leave the room, however,
immediately.  As it was of the greatoest
importance that I should be able to lo-
cate in which of the many apartments
on the floor above the supposed prisoner
was lodged I cast abont me for thoe
weans of doing this through the locs-
tion of the room in which I then was
As this could only ba done by affixing
some token to the window which could
be recognized from without I thought,
first, of thrusting the end of my hand-
kerchief through one of tho slats of the
outside blinds; secondly, of simply
leaving one of these blinds njor, and
finully of chipping off o pieco with the

penknife I always carry, with iumb]

merable other small things, in the bag 1
invariably carry at my side, (Fashion,
1 hold, counts for nothing against con
venienes, )

This last soemed by much tho best de.
vieo, A handkerchiof conld boe discover-

od and pulled out, a Wlind could bol

shut, but a sliver onee separated from
the wood npothing conld replaco it or
even cover it up without itself attract-

| lug attention.

Tuking out my knife, I glanced at
the door leading mto the hall, found it
still shut and everything guiet behind
it, Then I took & look into the shrubs
and bushes of the yard outside, and, ob-
serving nothing to disturb me, snipped
off a bit from one of the ootsido edges
of the slats and then carcfully reclosed
the blinds and the window.

I was crossing the threshold when [
heard a rapid footstep in the hallway.
Miss Knollys was hastening down the
hall to my side.

*Oh, Miss Butterworth,'' she ex-
claimed, with one quick look into thae
room I was leaving, *'this is William's
den, the one spot he never allows any
of usto enter. I don't konow how thoe
koy camo to be upon the string. It ney-
er was before, and I am afraid be vever
will forgive me. "

cazone ar the tradesmen  hers  ao
that,” was her cold answer, ‘I have
given up expecting having any attention
piid to my wants, "'

“Humph, " thought I ** Another pleas-
ant admission.  Amelin Butwrworth,
this bus not been a cheerful day, '

(To b Continued Noxt Waook.)
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A boll Is due o the netlon of ooml-
crobe cnlled a pus coceus,  ‘This is al-
most always preseuat o the skin, but
does no harm while the system ean
combnt the necessary conditions of its
growth and multiplication,

Sufferers frow bolls are usually In
poor health, ‘They are pale, piasty
looking, cmacinted, with a poor appe-
tite and boad digestion.  People sy
their blood 18 oo thin, Others, how-
ever, may be in apparently  perfect
health, yet hardly Is one boll over be-
fore another comes,  Of these persons
it is sadd that thelr blood s too rleb,

Both these popular terms are nearly
expressive of the true condition,  In
the first ense the tigsues are not well
nourished and so cunnot resist the ml-

erobe,  In the second case the tissues
are nourished, but are ppisoned by ex-
coss of waste materinl o the blood,
caused by the taking of wore food than
thie body can properiy of.—
Youtlh's Compnoion.

l’l"rl]lfhl'

Deecline nnd Fall of Corn Dread,
It seeins to us that our own people

are pot the great corn bremd  eaters
they used to be bitier of ege and
cortin enkes are still o vogue, but

| the honest apd homely corn pone, the

"eorn dodger and thie hocciake are not
fs populinr as they As (i
the ash enke, the cookling of It hins be-
come g lost art ulmost.

We charge thils clinnge, In part 4t
least, to the lntroduction, even e most
country homes, of the modern cooking
gtove amd range. It takes a8 great big
open reploce and a southern negress,
with o red bandanna on her head, to

| make prime corn bread. Nor will any
meal but water ground meal serve the
best purpose, Steam power weal 18
tabigoed. - Richmond Dispatel.

=l 1o be

i The flesh of _\'tm giraffe, especial-
¥y that of & young cow, ls extremely
I{uud. somewhat like wveal, with a
(gamelike fdavor. The tongue, from 1%
[ 20 lnches long, Is also yvery good.
But the marrow bones afMord the great-
sst luxury to the South Africau hunter,

DR. GATLING'S NEW WORK,

Noted Wi Labor at the
Peefection of Farmiong Maehiners
e, Wiehaw) 0 vinthing, the
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e RICHANID J. GATLING,
York Teibuone roportor, “led me to in

vent oy ginne Doving the elvil war |
BIW B0 tnany et Ay g Feony ex posnee

nmd o want that I stedelk me that
gun which could do the work of D0
men woubd save 40 Hyes Ity that 1
mean o gun thnt o wonbl ho so miaeh

more cMectnal than men that It would
not boe necessney to somd so mnny men
to the front,  OF course my theory
'DI’H\I'!‘ all wrong, the anly resalt belng
thie possihilities of ann!
Lilnting the enemy s army Inoa shortor
thine, 1 hiave no destre to deave behihn®
me o repitation ag o maker of guna,
T owant o leave some evidenee of my
hondbwark in the fleld of penee, nnd so
I nm golug baek to st work—that s,
the perfection of farming mehinery
Hoetore 1 ever took ap the mannfaetnge
of guns 1olbvented aowhent oeill, aml
I Intend to waork for the grentest
Vieriean e, wid that 18 thie

to Inerease
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class in
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HOME OF GRASSHOPPERS.

An Expert Find the In-
wectn® Brevding Garounids,

AL the reguest of State Bitomaologlst
Logger and other Minnesota
en the seeretiry ol agricultare hias
been asked to semd to the Tartle moun-

Trying to

severnld

tnins, Iving on the boundary line of
North Dakota nnd the  provines of

Manltobn, some expert in grasshopper
affnirs to decide whether or not that
distrlet 18 a permanent breeding place
for the milgratory locust,

It was thought best to ask the gen-
ernl government for such an explorn-
tion becanse the mountaing nre on the
boundury line, says the Minneapolls
Journal.  OfF course It I8 very hmpor:
tnnt to konow whether these dangerous
and destructlve inscets have really n
home there or not. 15 they have, they
are always of o thremtening chnraeter
aid eans shoubd be taken th st
themr out i possible, T thils conld not
be done, It would be very Lnportant
that the government should hiave an
agent in thnt reglon who could report
from thme to thine about the actual
conditions prevalllng there and who
would, If the locusis should b very
numerons,  give thoely  warning  to
farmers of North Dakota, Minnesotn
und Manltobon.

As far as Minnesota is concernold, it
ling been foumd by experlence that all
the grasshoppers come from the north-
west, or, is 1t seems to be lndleated In
the reports, from the Turtle moun
tnlns,  The department of ngriculture
hus promply respondidd to the recent
request and has sent Professor Hunter,
a grasshopper expert, to explore the
mountains.  Professor Hunter arelved
In Minnenpolls rocently and after a
consultntion with State Entomologlst
Lugger at 8t Anthony park continued
on his way to Winnlpeg, where he will
meet the Manitobn officials and If pos-
sible go with them to the regions i
(uestion.

The New York Times tells of a Wall
street bear who clenred up $4LO000,000
Ly the recent shump o the stock minr-
ket,  These look like pretty big figures
for o fortnight's work, Lot they deal
io Inrge tigures in Wall street.

A hacking cough
is a dangerous
cough.

Cherry Pectoral

has been curing
hacking coughs
for 60 years,
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Out in K

lives a happy wife. She writes: 1
have used Mother's Priend before
two confinements.  The last time | had
twins, and was in labor only a few min-
utes,  Suffered very litle.'" The reason
why

Mother’s Friend

does expectant mothers so much
gond 1s because itis an external liniment,
to be applicd upon the outside, where
much of the strain comes, It helps be-.
cause the pores of thie skin readily absorh
it, and it comes into direct contact with
and s absorbed by the parts involved.
Morning sickness is quickly banished,
and nervousnessis kept ruulrlvlrh‘ away.
he sende of dread and Torehoding is not
expericnced, even during Iabor itself.
Continement is short and almost without
pain.  Recovery s guick and sure. Best
ol all, Mother's Friend benchts the
unhorn just as much as the expectant
mother, and when the little one comes it
will be strong, lusty and healthy,

Druggints sell Mother's Friend lur $1 n bottle,

Sond for our free hook on the suliject,
finely tllustrateil

THE BRADFIELD REGULATOR CO.
ATLANTA, UA,

Frazer Axle Grease
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Not affected by Heat or Cold.
ilighest Awards at Centennial,
Paris and World's Fair.

uandscured ERATER LUBRICATOR C0.,

Factories: Choinno, St. Louis, New York,

TREES AND PLANTS | #iil'srecs

0l Hest Varieties nt Hurd Times Prices. Small
froit in laego supply. Milllons of Btrawherry
plintn, very theifty sand well rooted. Getithe
st e boge nnd wave froighit or expiross.
B for pricos st o

Norlh Bend Nurserles,

North Bend, 7 2»dge County, Neh

Free Peclining (Chalr Cars on all Tralns
QUICK SERVIUE.
CLOSE CONNECTIONS.

IWO DAILY FasT TRAINS EACIT WAY
HETWEEN

-.OMAHA....

AND

Atchison, Kansas City
and St. Louis,

With direct connections to all South
ernand Eastern points,

Unexeelled time and seeommodations
Lo the

Famous Hot Sorines of Arkansas.
BE SURE TO SECURE TICKETS VIA
THIS LINE,

For more complote infurmation, deseriptive

pamphilots, ote., pddress
J. 0. PHILLIPPL,  W. (. BARNES,
Atk Foand P A, T™P.A
Sautheast Cor. Lith and Douglas Ste.

OMAHA, NEHRABK A

ALWAYS USE

PURE! HEALTHFUL !!




